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make an ideal soldier, and the military value of the
local unit was not very great. Yet when the ledger
wherein is inscribed the part played by each English-
man during the Great War comes to be balanced,
there will be no entry on the credit side to those in
Cairo who stood and jeered while their more spirited
colleagues strove to act. * Willing to wound, yet
afraid to strike/ would be a fitting epitaph for the
first: for there was more than a spice of malice in
the nickname of ' Pharaoh's Foot', which was quickly
given to these companies of volunteers. But the
leaders refused to be discouraged, and throughout
1915 drilled and marched their men unmercifully,
until at the close of that year Egypt became an armed
camp, and volunteers were superfluous. Thus the
military capacity and courage of the unit was never
tested: but had circumstances decreed that they
should be, Pharaoh's Foot assuredly would have faced
the enemy with resolution. Both officers and men
had the right spirit.
More than one senior officer passing through the
Suez Canal in the late autumn of 1914 had been
struck by the number of young Englishmen employed
in shipping business, who seemed almost unconscious
of the fact that Great Britain was engaged in a world
war. There, as in Cairo, these lads were awaiting
a lead from authority. It is usually unwise to offer
advice to employers upon the conduct of their busi-
ness ; but in Port Said, at least, it was clear that
some one must do so. The situation justified in-
terference : for, unless outward appearances were
deceitful, the volume of shipping and coaling work
transacted in that port had fallen sadly away since the
outbreak of war. If this was so, then it could be
no hardship to invite older men in the counting
houses to take upon their shoulders greater responsi-
bility and thus free the juniors for military service.

